
C o m b i n e d  c l a s s r o o m s  g r o u p  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t w o  o r   m o r e
c o n s e c u t i v e  g r a d e  l e v e l s .  A l l  c l a s s r o o m s   i n c l u d e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s k i l l s ,  a b i l i t i e s   a n d  a t t r i b u t e s .  A  c o m b i n e d
c l a s s r o o m  i s  s i m p l y  o n e   o f  m a n y  w a y s  t h a t  a  s c h o o l  m a y
o r g a n i z e  o r  g r o u p   s t u d e n t s  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  n e e d s .
 
 

W H A T  I S  A  C O M B I N E D  O R  M U L T I - G R A D E  C L A S S R O O M ?  

An Introduction to Combined Grades 

W H Y  W A S  M Y
C H I L D  C H O S E N
T O  B E  I N  A
C O M B I N E D
C L A S S R O O M ?

T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  i n  a  c o m b i n e d  
c l a s s r o o m  i s  n o  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  i n  a  s i n g l e  g r a d e  
c l a s s r o o m .  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a n  o p t i m u m  
l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o c u s  o n  c h i l d r e n ’ s  l e a r n i n g   p r o f i l e
i n c l u d i n g :  L e a r n i n g  S t y l e s ;  L e a r n i n g  N e e d s ;  S o c i a l
S k i l l s , a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .   

W H A T  B E N E F I T S  C A N  A  C O M B I N E D  C L A S S R O O M  O F F E R  M Y  C H I L D ?  

C o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p
s k i l l s .   
F o s t e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  o w n  g r a d e  l e v e l .  
R e f l e c t  t h e  w o r l d  b e y o n d  s c h o o l .  
 
 

WHAT DOES THE RESEARCH SAY? 

S t u d e n t s  i n  c o m b i n e d  c l a s s r o o m s
a c h i e v e  a s  w e l l  a c a d e m i c a l l y  a s
t h o s e  i n  s i n g l e  g r a d e  c l a s s r o o m s .  
 
S t u d e n t s  a p p e a r  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d
m u t u a l  h e l p  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  a  
c o m b i n e d  c l a s s r o o m .
 
I n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t
e m p h a s i z e  c o o p e r a t i v e  l e a r n i n g
a n d  s u b j e c t  i n t e g r a t i o n  s u p p o r t
i m p r o v e d  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  c o m b i n e d
g r a d e  c l a s s r o o m .  ( L a t a i l l e -
D e m o r e , )  2 0 0 7    

Learning and Teaching in the Multilevel Classroom: 
 

https://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/docs/support/
multilevel/chap1.pdf

 

Combined Grades: Strategies to Reach a Range of
Learners in in Kindergarten to Grade 6 

 

www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/
combined.pdf

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON
COMBINED GRADES



An Introduction to Combined Grades 

E N S U R I N G  S U C C E S S  F O R  A L L
S T U D E N T S    

W I L L  A L L
S T U D E N T S '
L E A R N I N G
N E E D S  
B E  M E T  I N  A
C O M B I N E D
C L A S S R O O M ?  

T o  m e e t  t h e  d i v e r s e  n e e d s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  u s e
d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d
a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  c r e a t e  e f f e c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s .   I n
a d d i t i o n ,  m a n y  c u r r i c u l a r  o u t c o m e s  a r e  s i m i l a r  a c r o s s  g r a d e
l e v e l s  e n a b l i n g  t e a c h e r s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n  r e g a r d l e s s
o f  g r a d e  l e v e l .  

F a i t h  f o r m a t i o n  i s  t h e  c o r e  o f  o u r
C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m u n i t y .  
 
L i t e r a c y ,  n u m e r a c y  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l -
e m o t i o n a l  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s
a r e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  t o  e n s u r e  t h e y  n o t
o n l y  h a v e  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t o  s u c c e e d ,
b u t  s k i l l s  a n d  c o m p e t e n c i e s  d e m a n d e d
o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e  w o r l d .    
 
( A l b e r t a  E d u c a t i o n  2 0 1 3 )

H O W  C A N  I  H E L P  M Y  C H I L D  S U C C E E D ?  

Get involved in your child's school life

Stay connected with the school 

Make learning fun

Ask about their day -  school work, fr iends, their teacher.  Let them tell  you
about the best part of their day, and about what was not so good.  This wil l  help
you share their successes and uncover any problems. 

Talk to your chi ld 's  teacher.   Ask quest ions.   This can be as simple as sending a
note to school  with your chi ld.   Or  check with the school  to see i f  you can
volunteer  to help.  

Learning is not limited to the classroom.  Simple activities can build your child's
skills and confidence.  Talk about prices on a trip to the grocery store to help older
kids with math.  Make reading fun for younger ones by pointing out the words all
around you - on street signs, posters and even cereal boxes! 

Alberta Education has many
tools to help both teachers and

parents. 
 

Visit 
www.alberta.ca/ministry-

education
 


